
 

CHILD PROTECTION POLICY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Market Harborough Gymnastics Club is committed to ensuring that those working 
with children and vulnerable adults adopt best practice to ensure the health, safety 
and welfare of the participants and staff.  
 
The club will endeavour to promote the highest standards of care for all members, 
staff and officials by:  
 

• The adoption of the BG Health, Safety and Welfare guidelines.  
 

• The adoption of the BG guidelines for the Protection of Children and 
Vulnerable adults.  

 
• The appointment of a Welfare Officer (Gemma Sargeant) to whom 

grievances or complaints can be made confidentially.  
 

• Ensuring that staff are suitably trained in Child Protection and Health, 
Safety and Welfare issues.  

 
• Ensuring that coaches and officials have been screened to confirm their 

suitability to work with children. Where appropriate this will include Criminal 
Record Bureau disclosure.  

 
• Ensuring that best coaching practice guidelines are followed at all times.  

 
• Ensuring that grievances or complaints are dealt with promptly and in 

accordance with the grievance procedures.  
 

• Ensuring that a minimum of two responsible adults are present at all training 
sessions or events.  

 
• Ensuring that the participants and/or parents are aware of the purpose of 

videoing, filming or photography during training or events.  
 

• Having a zero tolerance level or poor practice, bullying or any potential form 
of abuse.  

 
Chairperson’s Name: Rose Darnborough   
Signed:________________________________  
Date:__________________________________ 



Child Protection and Allegation or Incident Procedure for Market Harborough Gym Club. 
 

If you are concerned that a child
could be being abused outside
the gymnastics club. 

If the child requires immediate
medical attention, call an
ambulance and inform the doctor
that there is a child protection
concern. 

Report your concern to the Welfare
Officer (Gemma Sargeant) or
person in charge, who will refer the
matter to Social Services or the
Police without delay. Make a record
of anything the child has said or
what you have seen, if possible with
dates and times. 

If the Welfare Officer (Gemma
Sargeant) or person in charge is not
available, refer the matter directly to
Social Services or the Police. 

Discuss with Social Services or the
Police whether it is appropriate to
discuss the matter with the parents.

Complete a report form and copy it
to the relevant external agency and
the British Gymnastics Case
Manager, or where appropriate the
relevant Home Country’s contact. 

If you are concerned about the behaviour of a coach, official, or other 
member/staff/volunteer of British Gymnastics or an affiliated association.

No Could the concern be child abuse? Yes

Is it serious poor
practice or an alleged
breach of the BG Code
of Ethics and Conduct? 

No 
If the child requires immediate
medical attention, call an
ambulance and inform the
doctor that there is a child
protection concern. 

Yes

Report the incident or
concerns to the Welfare
Officer (Gemma
Sargeant) or person in
charge. Ensure a report
is sent to British
Gymnastics or the
relevant Home Country.

If the concern is 
not serious and 
you have no 
suspicions about 
the individual 
involved, refer the 
concern to the 
Welfare Officer 
(Gemma 
Sargeant) or 
person in charge 
as an internal 
disciplinary 

tt

Report concerns to Welfare
Officer (Gemma Sargeant)
or person in charge, who
will refer concerns to Social
Services or the Police
immediately. Ask advice on
contacting parents. Inform
the BG Case Manager or
where appropriate, the
Home Country’s contact
without delay, sending a
completed report form and
copying it to the relevant
external agency. 

Possible outcomes: 
• No case to answer 
• Recommendation of

further training 
• Implementation of BG

complaints and
disciplinary 
procedures 

OR referred to Social
Services or the Police. 

If the Welfare Officer (Gemma
Sargeant) or person in charge is
involved, refer the concern immediately
to BG Head of Ethics or Home
Country’s contact. If they are
unavailable, contact Social Services or
the Police direct. 

Possible outcomes: 
• Child protection investigation 
• Police inquiry and criminal

proceedings 
• Police or Social Services inquiry

and referred back to BG for
disciplinary proceedings 

• Possible civil proceedings 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


